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PKOCEEDINGS FOE 1897. V 

The Central Division, .... 42 00 

Services of K. R. Agent, two days, . . 17 00 

$ 485 31 



Total expenditures for the year, $2,105 26 

Balance on hand December 24, 1897, 903 84 



$3,009 10 
Balance on hand December 24, 1897, . . $903 84 

The President appointed the following Committees : 

(1) To audit the Treasurer's accounts : Professor C. H. 

Grandgent and Dr. C. G. Child. 

(2) To nominate officers : Professors Felix E. Schelling, 

G. A. Hench, Bliss Perry, J. M. Garnett, and L. E. 
Menger. 

(3) To recommend place for the next Annual Meeting : 

Professors J. B. Henneman, W. T. Hewett, H. A. 
Todd, B. L. Bowen, F. N. Scott. 

The reading of papers was then begun. 

1. "The new requirements in entrance English." By 
Professor T. W. Hunt, of Princeton University. [Printed 
in Mod. Lang. Notes, May, 1898.] 

This paper was discussed by Professors F. N. Scott, Albert 
S. Cook, and E. H. Magill. 

2. " The close of Goethe's Tasso, as a literary problem." 
By Professor Henry Wood, of the Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity. [An abstract of this paper is given in Mod. Lang. Notes, 
March, 1898, p. 65.] 

Professor Calvin Thomas offered comments on the subject 
of the paper. 

3. "The phraseology of Moliere's Pricieuses ridicules." 
By Dr. Therese F. Colin, of Bryn Mawr, Pa. [Read by 
title.] 



VI MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. 

In this paper an attempt is made to determine whether MoliSre was open 
to the charge, brought against him by his contemporaries, of having grossly 
satirized the Precieuses and having attributed to the characters of his play 
absurd conceits coined out of his own imagination. 

From a study of the writers of the time, the author has endeavoured to 
note the sources of those expressions peculiar to the " soci&e' des Precieux " 
and the extravagant abuse into which its imitators fell. Almost identical 
parallel passages, antedating the first appearance of the Pre'eieuses ridicules 
(1659) and quoted from those writers, are offered in the playwright's justi- 
fication. According to Charles Sorel : " Jamais il n' y eut une telle licence, 
comme celle qu' on a prise depuis quelques annexes ; les mots ne se font plus 
insensiblement, mais tout expres et par profession — ." Many of these new 
terms and their definitions have each in turn been carefully gathered and 
are here examined. They are metaphors, periphrases, conceits, proverbial 
sayings, woven into substitutes for the simplest language, some of which 
even now survive. Italy, Spain, and England had earlier experienced the 
same malady known under the name of cultismo, secentismo, marinismo, 
gongorismo, and euphuism. Even so late as 1672 Madame de Sevign6, in a 
letter to her daughter, styles the phraseology of aristocratic circles "si 
sophistique' qu' on aurait eu besoin d' un truchement." 

4. " The question of free and checked vowels in Gallic 
Popular Latin." By Professor John E. Matzke, of Leland 
Stanford Junior University. [Printed in Publications, xiii, 

lf J. 

This paper was presented in abstract and with comments by 

Professor L. E. Menger ; further discussion was contributed 

by Dr. E. C. Armstrong and Professor H. A. Todd. 

Dr. Menger said : 

I shall devote the few moments at my command to giving the members 
of the Association a general idea of my original paper on this subject, then 
a summary of Dr. Matzke's results, and, finally, shall venture to offer a few 
new ideas of my own. 

First, then, as to the solution proposed by myself several years ago : When 
I read in my Old French grammars that the vowel a, for example, was 
free in talem > lei, manum > main, jacet > gil, although the result for the 
French derivative of a was different in each case, and when I noted 
that e was designated as free in pedem > pied but checked in melius > mielz, 
where the result (ie) was the same in each case, I asked myself: " Do the 
terms ' free ' and ' checked ' mean anything ? " It seemed that they indicated 
different phenomena at different times; I thought they should denote the 
same thing at all times. Consequently I studied the history of Popular 
Latin vowels as a whole, classed their Old French representatives under 



